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Don Parker said 'life is what you make it'
Andfamily, friends say he made good one in 57 years.
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By JOHN PECK
Times Staff Writer john.pect
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Honest, patriotic, simple, hard working. Thess ars the words fisnds and
farmily use to deseribe Donald R. "Don Parker of Huntsville, who died
Wednesday at age 57 of complications from cancer.

Afuneral senvice with fullmilitary honors was planned for 3 p.m. today at
Wages & Sons Gwinnett Chape in Lawrencesille, Ga. Following a cremation,
his ashes will be scattered ata favorite family spot in the Smoky Mountains.

Farker rtired from the U 5. Army at Redstone Arsenal in 1991 following a
career that took him to such places s Vietnam, Japan and Norway and
bases throughoutthe U.S, including Fort Benning, Ga., and Gunter-Maxwsll
At Force Base in Montgomery.




[image: image2.png]He worked for Home Depot the last 14 years of his lfe, a dream job since
‘woodwarking and do-ityourself home repairs were big hobhies, said his
son, Michael Parker of Sewanee, Ga.

Daughter Kathy Gaodsan of Allanta said her father used to joke about
working one day for a home improvement store since he patronized them so
often,

Parker was hom in Jacksan, Miss., and raised in Miami along wih his three
brothers. His father was a Navy man, but Parker joined the Aty shorlly after
high school and was sent overseas during the Vietnam War. The stint in Asia
reaned a spetial reward for Parker. He met his bride-to-be, Yu Shery Parker,
while visiting nearby Taiwan

Goodson marvels at her parents' beginnings. "She knew very ltle English
He knew very s Chinese. Somehow, they just made it work for 35 years,"
Goodson said,

Parker said his fatherwas a private person but active in his children's ives.
"He was very much  disciplinaian. Later on in e, | came to appreciate
that” he said. Goodson said her dad was a stickler far being an initiator and
making the hest of any situation.

That advice was putto the testwhen Parker moved the farmily to Osla,
Norway, in 1984 when he went there to work for NATO.




[image: image3.png]“We were young and mad at leaving friends," Goodson said. "He always told
Us life is what you make it and that ifyou wanted to be unhappy, misery loves
company”

He pushed her into playing sports and finding other ways o make friends.
Goadson sees irony in her father's intraverted personaliy and his take-
charge demands on his children

Parker spun fond memories of camping and fishing with his father. He said
his dad often served as referee at his soccer games and umpire of s
baseball games. Goodson sald he was a major fan o NASCAR and Auburn
football. Both said he enjoyed history documentaries and especially pieces
aboutWorld War .

Goodson said he preached the importance of having good credit and good
character and always doing the rightthing. He chose Huntsville as the place
o rete because it had the offerings of a big city with the aura of a small
town, she said.

In addition to his wifs and children, he is sunvived by two brothers and three
grandchildren




